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HE READING HABITS of 
j the average evangelical 
Christian in the United 
States, as far as I have been able 
to observe them, are so wretched- 
ly bad as actually to arrest the spir- 
itual development of the individual 
believer and block the progress of 
the faith he professes to hold. 

So powerful is the effect of the 
printed page on human character 
that the reading of good books is 
not only a privilege but an obliga- 
tion, and the habitual reading of 
poor ones a positive tragedy. 

Of course I do not here refer to 
the output of the yellow press. I 
think we may safely assume that 
no true Christian would stoop to 
read the under-the-counter literary 
obscenities of the corner news- 
stand or the hole-in-the-wall book- 
store. By “poor’’ books I mean the 
religious trash being turned out 
these days by the various publish- 
ers under the name of Christian. 
Tons of this stuff are produced each 
year to satisfy a market which a 
previous output has in large meas- 
ure helped to create. 

This religious rubbish is mostly 
fiction and serves three ends: it 
helps to fatten the bank account of 
the evangelical “novelist” who 
writes it; it keeps the publishers in 
business, and it feeds the depraved, 
or at least underdeveloped, appe- 
tites of the demi-Christians who 
finds serious reading hard going but 
who lap up the denatured pabulum 


@: the press as avidly as a kitten 


The Decline of 
Good Reading 


By DR. A. W. TOZER 
Editor, The Alliance Witness 


laps cream. And if I were allowed 
a choice I would go along with the 
kitten, for cream is both tasty and 
nutritious, while the average religi- 
ous novel is wholly lacking in nutri- 
ment and is found palatable only 
by those persons whose taste buds 
have been debauched by prolonged 
exposure to Christian literature 
which is, if the truth were told, 
neither Christian nor literature. 
Were a Christian to backslide and 
read a bad book secretly, as the 
proverbial schoolboy is said to read 
the dime novel behind his geogra- 
phy book, one could hope that he 
might later come to himself and 
leave the swine pen for the fa- 
ther’s house; but what are we to 
say when bad books become part of 
the approved curriculum for evan- 
gelical Christians in almost all 
churches? What can we do when 
books of a mental level not above 
nine years are hailed as master 
works and given rave reviews in the 
religious press? What are we to say 
when the melodramatic love stories 
and spine-chilling adventures of a 
generation ago are retold by our 
modern religious writers with a bit 
of pious dialogue sandwiched in be- 
tween torrid love embraces 
or “drop-thet-gun-podner” artifi- 
cialities to sanctify what would oth- 
erwise be a wholly evil production? 
Being free from external compul- 
sion, the Christian public quite na- 
turally reads what it likes; and ap- 
parently it likes inferior religious 
literature. Should the conscience 


protest against the waste of time 
and energy involved in chronic ad- 
diction to literary trivialities, it is 
soon subverted by the argument 
that practically everyone approves 
such stuff, most religious publish- 
ers produce it and all the book- 
stores sell it. So what chance does 
one feeble conscience have against 
such tremendous odds? 

All this accords with the false 
philosophy current among us which 
holds that to read anything religi- 
ous is better than nothing, so we 
continue to produce literary medi- 
ocrities, vapid, amateurish, illiter- 
ate, and dedicated to the proposi- 
tion that anything goes if only 
somewhere in the book someone 
makes the point that everybody 
ought to be born again. No mat- 
ter how impossible the book in 
style and substance, if it puts in a 
dutiful plug for the gospel now and 
then, the evangelical leaders will 
bless it with their imprimatur and 
nihil obstat. Indeed it is hardly too 
much to say that illiterate religious 
literature has now become the ear- 
mark of evangelism. It is lament- 
able that we are eontent to leave 
quality to the Catholic and the 
liberal. 

Why does the gospel Christian of 
today find the reading of great 
books almost beyond him? Is the 
intellectual capacity of the evan- 
gelical of 1959 inferior to that of 
his spiritual progenitor of two hun- 
dred years ago? 

The answer to the first question 
is somewhat complicated, but the 
second can be answered easily and 
correctly with an emphatic No. In- 
tellectual powers do not wane from 
one generation to another. We are 
as smart as our forefathers. Any 
thought they could entertain we can 
entertain if we are sufficiently in- 
terested to make the effort. 

The major cause of the decline 
in the quality of current Christian 
literature is not intellectual; it is 
spiritual. To enjoy a great religious 
work requires a degree of conse- 
cration to God and detachment 
from the world that few modern 
Christians have experienced. The 
early Christian fathers, the mystics, 
the Puritans, are not hard to un- 
derstand, but they inhabit the high- 
lands where the air is crisp and 

(Continued on page 10) 





YOU... 
and 


Christian 


Literature 


By ROBERT WALKER 
Editor, Christian Life Magazine 


OPULAR TOPIC OF conver- 
sation in evangelical Chris- 
tian circles today is Chris- 
tian literature. This is good and 
proper. But talking is not enough. 

I’d like to ask, “What are you do- 
ing about it?” 

So vast is the subject of Chris- 
tian literature and so vital has it 
become that it affects all walks of 
life. Pastor, missionary, Christian 
worker, layman—no matter who we 
are, we are all involved. In mission- 
ary circles, it is providing fresh in- 
centive for the thrust of the gospel 
in our day. In desperate haste, mis- 
sion boards are setting up literature 
committees, launching literature 
studies. 

On the field, low cost, popularly 
slanted magazines are being started 
by missionaries to reach the man 
on the street. On their pages, the 
Gospel is plainly presented, along 
with practical suggestions on 
health, baby care, and brightly 
written news and feature material. 
Our own publication through its 
missionary adjunct, Christian Life 
Missions, has had a part in helping 
to finance in the past three years 
eleven such magazines from Africa 
to Hong Kong. 

At home, far-sighted churches 
and church organizations are pick- 
ing up the torch. Some are writing 
missionary literature into their 
budgets. Others are seeing that the 
potential of Christian literature is 
presented in their missionary con- 
ferences and conventions. 

Such emphasis is paying out in 
many ways. A California church 
the other day, sent $1,500 to Japan 
to finance the publication of the 
first evangelical Bible commentary 
in the Japanese language. 

A few Christian colleges and Bi- 
ble institutes and seminaries are 
recognizing the need for providing 
courses on subjects relating to 
Christian literature. Although their 
number is still small, more are see- 
ing the need each year. 

One well-known college has set 
up a major in Christian literature. 
It has been my privilege to teach 
Christian journalism the past five 
years in a concentrated missionary 
literature program during the sum- 
mer term at Moody Bible Institute. 
Several Bible institutes are serious- 





ly considering opening classes on 2 


various phases of Christian journal- 
ism. 

The Christian literature snowball 
process started several years ago on 
the mission field where missionaries 
suddenly discovered that a rising 
tide of nationalism was curtailing 
their activities. 

Previously, they have found that 
natives were willing to put up with 
their poor efforts at the language 
or read hastily translated English 
books on the gospel, in order to 
hear what the foreigner had to say. 
Now they had discovered that the 
proud national wants to read or 
hear his language in the true idiom 
of his own people. He is no longer 
interested in the white man’s cul- 
ture; he wants his own. Moreover, 
in some areas the missionaries’ abil- 
ity to travel the areas where the 
gospel had not been preached is 
limited by government restrictions. 
Here, literature often proves to be 
the only means by which the mes- 
sage of Christ can be proclaimed. 

At the same time, Christians at 
home have come to the staggering 
realization of the peril of obnoxious 
literature in their homes and 
churches. Suddenly engulfed by the 
miasma of smutty, obscene and ob- 
jectional literature that floods the 
newsstands, bookstores and mails, 
some have struck out blindly. Still 
others, with the help of churches 
and civic organizations, have seen 
fruit for their labors. 

In a few cities, vigilant commit- 
tees have been able to stem the tide. 
But often for every newsstand that 
is cleaned up or pornographic pub- 
lisher put out of business, a dozen 
spring up in their places. 

Meanwhile, in some homes and 
churches, determined efforts have 
been made to replace objectional 
literature with Christian books and 
magazines. 

All of this is encouraging. But all 
too often, the individual Christian 
hides behind the cloud of dust 
stirred up by such activity. A few 
Christian leaders here and there 
have been roused into action. But 
the subject is so vast that to suc- 
cessfully employ the tremendous 
potential of Christian literature to- 
day complete mobilzation of the 


(Continued on page 10) 




















. N A CROWDED market place 

g in Rangoon, Burma, I stopped 

at a bookseller’s stall and 

leafed through the numerous Eng- 
lish-language books on sale. 

A title caught my eye: Women 
of China: “I picked up the attrac- 
tive magazine-format publication, 
glanced through its pages. There 
were various articles about the 
women of today’s (Red) China, in- 
cluding eulogy for those who had 
been outstanding in surpassing 
their quotas for farm or factory 


peclel 


however, many national autono- 
mous chou and counties have been 
set up, and their conditions im- 
proved all round and an unbreak- 
able national unity achieved.” 

There were other examples of Red 
literature, ranging from an obvious- 
ly biased history of China to a 
barbed storybook for children direct 
from Moscow. All of it hit hard and, 
I had to admit, effectively. 

I looked around. Beside me stood 
a bespectacled youth, apparently a 
student, lost in the avid reading of 


SS ae en for ¢* 


Paul 


By LARRY WARD 


oAais Fi roops 


Director of Informational Services, World Vision, Inc. 
Executive Secretary, Evangelical Press Association 


work. But the article on the last 
page, in contrast to the mild propa- 
ganda elsewhere in the _ book, 
stabbed hard. There was a picture 
of a wild-eyed Chinese woman, 
shaking her fist in savage fury at 

. @ “Hate America” rally. And the 
article on the page told the world 
that the women of China were 
ready to take up arms in defense 
of their country if the hated Amer- 
ican imperialists ever attacked the 
mainland. 

I turned to a scholarly looking 
paper-bound text: A Simple Geo- 
graphy of China. Much of it was 
simple, factual geographic infor- 
mation, but here and there I caught 
barbed comments such as “Under 
the reactionary regime in the past, 
the people were exploited and op- 
pressed ruthlessly, and they were 
backward politically, economically 

> and culturally. Since liberation, 


China Reconstructs, another attrac- 
tive pictorial like Women of China. 

This was in Burma, another of to- 
day’s ideological battlefields. Ameri- 
can money is pouring into Burma 
in a sincere (if somewhat belated) 
example of Free World interest. 
American missionaries like the 
great Adoniram Judson long have 
carried the claims of Christ to 
Burma’s teaming cities, tropic jun- 
gles,towering mountains. But coun- 
ter-balancing these efforts is a con- 
stant and vicious onslaught of col- 
orful, attractive literature from 
China and Russia. 

Standing there, I shook my head 
as I saw a familiar pattern repeat- 
ed. 

In Calcutta, I had seen Commun- 
ist hawkers peddling attractive lit- 
erature direct from Russia. 

In Belgium, at last year’s Worlds 
Fair, I had been loaded down with 


Russian brochures and pamphlets 
the moment I had entered the mas- 
Sive Soviet exhibit. 

In Hong Kong I had seen chil- 
dren sitting on a curb, pouring over 
Red comic books. : 

In Japan I had seen earnest 
young students in a park with their 
arms loaded with what I was told 
was Communist propaganda. 

In Singapore, I had seen a side- 
walk book stall with both English 
and Chinese magazines and books 
carrying the Communist line. 

In Italy, a voluble young man on 
a bus had spouted out the familiar 
Red line, turning for “proof” of his 
assertions to the weighty Marxist 
tome he carried. 

And I confess I sighed a little as 
I remembered standing in a rail- 
road station in Formosa with a 
missionary friend. We were passing 
out Christian ‘“literature’”—used 
Christmas cards with a Scripture 
text. Soon even these had all been 
distributed, and we had been forced 
to stand shaking our heads apolo- 
getically while empty hands still 
reached out imploringly. 

Yes, thank God, ‘the church is 
fighting back on the battleground 
of literature. But all too often our 
“front line troops” fight with in- 
adequate or outdated literature 
“ammunition” — while apparently 
inexorable supplies continue to pour 
forth from Moscow and Peking. 

Remembering all this, my heart 
cried out with the prophet of old: 
“Let the Word of the Lord go 
forth!” 





LITERATURE QUOTES AND 
FACTSHEET 

The Communists are spending $40 
for every $1 the United States is 
putting into literature to reach the 
minds of the world’s uncommitted 
peoples. The non-Christian cults are 
spending more than all the Protes- 
tant efforts combined, to win con- 
verts. The Roman Catholic Church 
is using literature as never before 
to convince the world that it is the 
one true church—Donald Grey 
Barnhouse 

Red Ink: Communist propaganda 
pamphlets flood every country of 
the world, in every language. Their 
beautiful books can be purchased at 
a fraction of their cost in all major 

(Continued on page 11) 
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AT ANY COST” 


By LEON H. ELLIS 
Pastor, Chase, Maryland 


Win the Lost at Any Cost 


Leon H. Ellis 


1. As look a = round us, all the fields are white 
2. Christ our lov - ing Shep- herd, went out from the fold, 
3. Check your fold my chris-tian, are the chil - dren in? 
































Rip- ened un - to har- vest and so swift- ly comes the night; 
Seek - ing for the stray lamb that was lost in  dark- ened cold; 
Are there yet some stray-ing, lost in black-ened fields of sin; 










Chris-tians must get bus - y, there is work to do, 
Ten - der hands of kind ~-ness,raised Him from the ground, 
You must go and reach them, go with - out de = lay, 






































Here’s ‘an ur = gent tash a- wait + ing you. 
Now the lit + tle lost one had been found. 
Shades of night will end the 




















Souls are cry - ing, dy = ing, Won’t you lead them 














Copyright, 1959, by Tennessee Music and Printing Company in “Forward in Faitn’’ 





IN THE LOST at Any 
VW) was not written as 
the result of any one 
single incident, but rather a grow- 
ing conviction that soul-winning is 
the express purpose for the exist- 
ence of the Church and its mem- 
bers. However, there have been 
happenings that have caused this 
realization to bear more heavily 
upon me. 


I was returning to Baltimore, 
after having been in a church serv- 
ice on the Eastern shore of Mary- 
land. While crossing the majestic 
Bay Bridge which stretches across 
the Chesapeake Bay, at about the 
midnight hour, I noticed there was 
quite a stir of mysterious excite- 
ment on the water as_ several 
boats had gathered in the imme- 
diate vicinity of the Bay Bridge. 
From a distance I could see the 
long arms of the searchlights 
reaching out, sweeping the choppy 
waters in search of something. As 
I crossed the bridge, I saw that 
below there were lights flashing 
everywhere, and the low, almost 
mournful sound of the ship’s horns 
made the scene even more capti- 
vating. At the bridge’s toll booth I 
learned that a sailor boy had fallen 
overboard and was lost somewhere 
out in the darkness of the Chesa- 
peake Bay. This was the reason 
for the gathering of all the boats, 
for all the sweeping searchlights 
and sounding horns—a man was 
overboard and lost. Whether he 
was found or not, I never learned; 
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sin, Day’s al - most done, 
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but I did learn more forcefully a 
lesson—I saw more clearly the 
condition of lost souls, sinking in 
the seas of sin, in the blackness 
of night. 

As I drove on into Baltimore, I 
prayed “Oh God, don’t let me ever 
forget this picture; the awfulness 
of a man being lost physically. 
Then let its misery be multiplied 
again and again, an innumerable 
amount of times and still fall 
short of the tragedy of a soul lost 
eternally!” 

I visited a home recently in 


which an entire family gave them- 
selves to God and accepted Jesus 
Christ as their personal Saviour. 
After a great time of rejoicing was 
had, the husband gripped my hand 
and said: “Preacher, I’m so glad 
you came tonight—why didn’t you 
come sooner?” My joy was sudden- 
ly abated as I accepted the grim 
truth that there were hundreds of 
homes in the neighborhood of my 
pastorate that were engulfed in 
the darkened seas of sin, calling 
for someone to reach them with a 
strong arm of Christian love— 


looking for someone to brighten 
their darkness with the light of 
Jesus Christ. I had reached one— 
there were hundreds yet unreached. 

These accounts, and others like 
them, caused the birth of the song, 
“Win the Lost at Any Cost.” For 
whatever measure of success this 
composition receives, I humbly give 
all praise and glory to God, whose 
anointing made it possible. To the 
Church I cheerfully give it in the 
hope that will be sung. Sing it 
and see the millions of lost souls 
of the world; hear their groans 
and cries as they plummet into the 
regions of the damned. Sing it un- 
til cold-hearted, self-centered, com- 
placent and slumbering, professing 
Christians are aroused from their 
beds of ease, set aflame with soul- 
winner’s fire, and sent from door 
to door telling men about Jesus 
Christ! Sing it until we ourselves 
come to see the value of a soul as 
God sees it—a vision that will allow 
us to spare no effort or expense to 
“Win the Lost—at Any Cost.” 


No. 1 of a series on our composers and 
their favorite songs. 
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ELLIS 





John 3:16 “For God so loved the world, that he 
gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth 
in him should not perish, but have everlasting life.” 


FOR GOD 


The Greatest Lover. 1 John 3:1, “Behold, what 
manner of love the Father hath bestowed upon 
us, that we should be called the sons of God.” 

1 John 4:16, “And we have a and be- 
lieved the love that hath God is 
LOVE; and he that “awelleth in love dwelleth in 
God, and God in him.” 


SO LOVED 


The Greatest Degree. Romans 5:7, 8, “For scarcely 
for a righteous man will one die: yet peradventure 
for a good man some would even dare to die. 
But God commendeth his love toward us, in 
= while we were yet sinners, Christ died for 


THE WORLD 


The Greatest Company. Revelation 22:17, “And the 
Spirit and the bride say, Come. And let him that 
heareth say, Come. And let him that is athirst 
come. And whosoever will, let him take the water 
of life freely.” 


GAVE 


The Greatest Act. John 21:25, “And there are 
also many other things which Jesus did, the which, 
if they should be written every one, I suppose that 
even the world itself could not contain e books 
that should be written. Amen. John 20:31, “But 
these are written, that ye might believe that 
Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God; and that be- 
lieving ye might have life through his name.” 


HIS ONLY BEGOTTEN SON 


The Greatest Gift. Romans 6:23, ‘“ but the 
py of God is eternal life through Jesus Christ our 


THAT HE 


THAT WHOSOEVER 


The Greatest Opportunity. John 7:37, “In the last 
day, that great day of the feast, Jesus stood and 
cried, saying, If any man thirst, let him come un- 
to me, and drink.” 


BELIEVETH 


The Greatest Simplicity. Romans 10:13, “For who- 
— ~ call upon the name of the Lord shall 
saved.” 


IN HIM 


The Greatest Attraction. Philippians 2:9-11, ‘““Where- 
fore God also hath highly exalted him, and giv- 
en him a name which is above every name: 
That at the name of Jesus every knee should 
= of things in heaven, and things in earth, 

d things under the earth; And that every tongue 
should confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the 
glory of God the Father.” 


SHOULD NOT PERISH 


The Greatest Promise. Revelation 22:14, “Blessed 
are they that do his commandments, that they 
may have ~— to the tree of life, and may enter 
in through the gates into the city.” 


BUT 


The Greatest Difference. Ezekiel 3:17-19, “Son of 
man, I have made thee a watchman unto the house 
of Israel: therefore hear the word at my mouth, 
and give them warning from me. When I say 
unto the wicked, Thou Shalt sta die; and thou 
givest him not warning, . his blood will I 
require at thine han Yet if thou warn the 
wicked, and he turn not from his wickedness, nor 
from his wicked way, he shall die in his iniquity; 
but thou hast delivered thy soul.” 


HAVE 
The Greatest Certainty. Romans 8:16-18, ‘The Spirit 


God: children, — 
heirs; heirs of God, and joint-heirs with Christ "a 
with the glory which shall be revealed in us.” 
1 John 3:2, Beloved, now are we the sons 
= God, and it doth not yet appear what we shall 
-_. we shall be like him; 
aan as he is.” 


for we shall see 


By HARRY A. MUSHEGAN 
Pastor, Daisy, Tennessee 


EVERLASTING LIFE 


The Greatest Possession. Romans 8:35-39,“" Who shall 
separate us from the love of Christ? shall tribula- 
tion, or distress, or persecution, or famine, or 
nakedness, or peril, or sword? . “Nay, in all 
these things we are more than conquerors through 
him that loved us. For I am persuaded, that neither 
death, nor life, nor angels, nor principalities, nor 
powers, nor things present, nor things to come, 
Nor height, nor depth, nor any other creature, 
shall be able to separate us from the love of 
God, which is in Christ Jesus our Lord. 


FOR GOD 
“The Greatest Lover” 


1 John 3:1, “Behold, what manner of love the Father 
hath bestowed upon us, that we should be called 
the Sons of God:” 

1 John 4:16, “And we have known and believed the 
love that God hath to us. God is love; and he that 
dwelleth in love dwelleth in God, and God in him.” 
Isaiah 5:1, 2, “Now will I sing to my wellbeloved 

a song of my beloved touching his vineyard. My well- 

beloved hath a vineyard in a very fruitful hill: And 

he fenced it, and gathered out the stones thereof, 

and planted it with the choicest vine, and built a 

tower in the midst of it, and also made a winepress 

therein: and he looked that it should bring forth 
grapes, and it brought forth wild grapes.” 


Israel, is an example of the type of love God 

has always shown for His creation—man. If 
anyone had a right to hate, surely God had that right. 
What more could God have done for man than He 
has done? God chose this planet above all the heav- 
enly bodies: He caused His Spirit to move upon the 
face of it and beautified it with seas and oceans, 
adding mountain ranges, valleys, plains, with here 
and there snow-capped peaks. Not satisfied with this, 
He planted a beautiful garden, the best the world has 
ever possessed. 

Why all this beauty? Why all the effort and meticu- 
lous care? Because God’s love is the greatest, and for 
His beloved He must have the best. 

God not only created man as an image, but He 
determined man must have the highest type of image, 
form, and likeness. So He created man in, ... “his 
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own image, in the image of God created he him; 
male and female created he them. And God blessed 
them, . . . And God saw every thing that he had 
made, and, behold, it was very good.” Nothing in- 
ferior, nothing defective, but all was very good! Why? 
Because God, the greatest Lover, must have the best 
for those whom He loves. 

Then ungrateful man sinned. Instead of showing 
appreciation to God for His matchless love, man stag- 
gered, stumbled, crawled, and fell into the deepest 
quagmire of his fleshly passions. God seeing him thus, 
instead of hating him, loved him the more. Oh what 
love, compassion, and pity! None else could have loved 
as He loved. He sent to man His messengers the 
prophets, trying to coax, to reason, to persuade, and 
to convince him. God still loves you. “Though your 
sins be as scarlet,” “Though you be polluted in your 
own blood,” “Though you labor and are heavy laden,” 
“Though you be red like crimson,’ God says, “Come 
back to me and you shall be as white as snow.” 

Did man hearken? Did he take heed? No. Instead 
of listening to the voice of love, he turned a deaf ear 
to all this pleading. Did God stop loving? No! As the 
true Lover He is, He sent Moses and laid down the 
law. Perhaps this would awaken man into realizing 
how far he has drifted away from God. He sent the 
psalmist to sing historical truths to men. He remind- 
ed them of the many deliverances, miracles in Egypt, 
the Red Sea, the wilderness, the cloud by day, and 
the fire by night. He recalled how God provided water 
in the thirsty land, manna when they hungered, and 
meat to satisfy their appetites. How many the de- 
liverances and the victories; how great the show of 
His strength, all to prove His love to man. Indeed 
God’s love is the greatest, for no one else would take 
the abuses He has and still show deep sympathy, 
compassion, and grace. 

Reader, may I remind you that you are greatly 
loved. Why? Because you are a member of the human 
race to whom God pledged His dearest possession, 
His only begotten Son, for human redemption. 

“Behold, what manner of love the Father hath be- 
stowed upon us, that we should be called the sons 
of God.” Not only has God loved us enough to redeem 
and forgive us our sins, but, He has also provided 


i for us to become His heirs, to rule with Christ in His 


all-glorious kingdom. “And we have known and be- 
lieved the love that God hath to us. God is love; 
and he that dwelleth in love dwelleth in God, and 
God in him.” 

The question may arise, how can one determine 
whether he dwells in God? The answer is simple: 
by His Spirit. If the Spirit of God dwells in you, then 
you will have the fruits of the Spirit; Galatians 5:22- 
23 says, “But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, 
peace, longsuffering, gentleness, goodness, faith, Meek- 
ness, temperance: against such there is no law.” All 
of these are fruits of God’s Holy Spirit, which radiate 
out of man as the Spirit abides in man. God’s amaz- 
ing love! 


SO LOVED 
“The Greatest Degree” 


Romans 5:7, 8, “For scarcely for a righteous man will 
one die: yet peradventure for a good man some 
would even dare to die. But God commendeth his 
love toward us, in that, while we were yet sinners, 
Christ died for us.” 


It is said that love and hate are akin, that hate 
and love are the same type of emotion but in the 
reverse to each other. Also it is said that fervent 
love can suddenly change and become blazing hatred. 
Love can be buffeted, goaded, thwarted, and trampled 
upon only so long. Then there are repercussions, be- 
cause of internal pressures that sometime explode 
with terrible results. 

God So Loved! God’s love went beyond all reason; 
His love stretched itself over the boundary that love 
has set as reasonable. Under simular circumstances 
any other being would feel he had the right to hate 
justifiably. But not so with God. John said, “Behold, 
what manner of love the Father hath bestowed upon 
us, that we should be called the sons of God.” Who 
are we that God should take so much abuse from 
us? The writer of Job asks in Job 7:17, “What is 
man, that thou shouldest magnify him? and that 
thou shouldest set thine heart upon him?” Is it be- 
cause we are so great? Or so many? No, indeed, 
but the Scriptures give us the answer as a melody. 
Deuteronomy 7:7, 8, says, “The Lord did not set his 
love upon you, nor choose you, because ye were more 
in number than any people; for ye were the fewest 
of all people: But because the Lord loved you. 

We, who were under the curse of sin, who should 
as lepers cover our heads and cry, “Unclean, unclean,” 
look about us, and there is no more curse. Why? 
Deuteronomy 23:5, “The Lord thy God turned the curse 
into a blessing unto thee, because the Lord thy God 
loved thee.” Again love triumphs; God’s love, without 
boundary or barrier, reaches out to great and small. 
Then the elasticity of His love stretches over into 
that realm where live the human derelicts, and there 
it does that which was not expected even from that 
lost one. God’s love encircles that being and changes 
that darkness into light; transforms that shivering, 
broken wreck that rightfully and willfully deserves to 
be cast out from among-his own kind. God’s love 
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changes that person into respectability. Love takes 
away the hunted animal-like expression off the face 
of that guilty one and exchanges it for the clean, 
youthful look of the forgiven. His hands that were 
stained and dripping with pollutions are not washed 
in the fountain of God’s love and there remains no 
more the reminder, guilty hands. Those feet that had 
trodden a wide path down into the dens of sin, wad- 
ing through the sufferings of the miserable, trampling 
down the innocent, treading underfoot every decent 
moral. Those feet now suddenly stop and turn. What 
has happened? “The grace of God that appeared to 
all men,” has reached even this low level, “teaching 
us that denying ungodliness, and worldly lusts, we 
should live soberly, righteously, and godly, in this 
present world.” Now have a look at those feet, since 
they have made contact with the greatest love the 
universe has ever realized. Those feet are ready now 
to do service for the greatest Lover, who loved to the 
greatest degree. They are shod with “the preparation 
of the gospel of peace.” 

That heart that was so blackened with hate, con- 
tempt, and disobedience, is no longer malignant with 
sin. But the love of God has cleansed it. Before, it 
was the habitation of the bats of guilt, and unholy 
pride, the demon folly, the slithering serpent deceit, 
the blood-thirsty vampires, murder, ill-will, anger, and 
gluttony, and the twin demons, fraud and covetous- 
ness—all living together like the alligator, frog, and 
moccasin in the same stagnant pool. The unwashed 
human heart was reached by love in the greatest 
degree. Only one could possess that love, and God was 
that One, who so loved that His love covered the 
multitude of sin and destroyed it out of the heart. 
Now in place of all the unholy inhabitants, there is 
found “love, joy, peace, longsuffering, gentleness, 
meekness, and goodness,” surrounding the throne set 
up within the heart as a dwelling place of God and 
the divine Spirit of Jesus. 

It is no wonder the psalmist David, has said in 
Psalm 3:4, 5, “I cried unto the Lord with my voice, and 
he heard me out of his holy hill. I laid me down and 
slept; I awaked; for the Lord sustained me.” Psalm 
120:1, “In my distress I cried unto the Lord, and he 


heard me.” Psalm 34:6, “This poor man cried, and 
the Lord heard him, and saved him out of his troubles.” 
David had contacted the greatest degree of love. What 
more could be said by us that was not said by him? 
After communion with God’s love, he says again, 
Psalm 34:8, 9, “O taste and see that the Lord is good: 
blessed is the man that trusteth in him. O fear the 
Lord, ye his saints: for there is no want to them 
that fear him.” 


What love! There we were, sailing to destruction, 
before sin’s dangerous blast. Then the most blessed 
breath of God’s love sprang up as gales of mercy, 
and changed our course. When we lay in the blood 
of transgression, God beheld us with bowels of com- 
passion. His heart pitied us and His hand helped us. 
Surely His love has no comparison and its bounds 
are unlimited, else it could never have reached you in 
your habitation. 


If you would look at the vastness of the universe, 
and see the tremendousness of some of the stars 
which God created, then look at our earth and our 
moon, which are as the drop compared to the ocean, 
you would say, “It is a wonder God has not forgotten 
that we even exist!” Yet His love is so great that it 
singled out our little world, and in it somewhere, 
His great love found you. By degrees, this love of 
God is from center to circumference. To any point 
of the compass, to all walks of human life, no height 
is too great, nor depth too deep for His love. To 
describe this love is an impossibility. 


God places the rainbow in the heavens to convey 
the message, “God so loved the world.” This rainbow 
intermingles the colors of the spectrum and seems 
to touch one end of earth; then it reaches to high 
heaven and makes a bow as it descends to the other 
side of earth. Why? To convey the message, “God so 
loved the world.” He covenants to man with the beau- 
tiful rainbow, His unbroken circle of promise to all the 
world, all points of the compass, and to all nations 
His love never-ending. He cries, “Come unto me and 
drink; My nectar is sweet and it gives life to all who 
partake of My cup.” 


(To be continued) 











THE DECLINE OF GOOD 
READING 


(Continued from page 3) 


rarefied and none but the God- 
enamored can come. 

Rather than climb the mountain 
we choose to dig our shallow caves 
a few feet above the floor of the 
valley. Our spiritual moods and 
emotions are degraded. We eat and 
drink and rise up to play. We take 
our religious instruction in the form 
of stories, and anything that re- 
quires meditation bores us. And 
writers and publishers contribute to 
our delinquency by providing us 
with plenty of religious nothing to 
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satisfy our carnal appetite. 

O ye Americans, our mouth is 
open unto you, our heart is en- 
larged! 

“Give attendance to reading. . .” 
(1 Timothy 4:13). 





YOU ... AND CHRISTIAN 
LITERATURE 
(Continued from page 4) 
church of Jesus Christ must be ac- 

complished. 

This means that each individual 
Christian has a responsibility. Here 
is what you can do about it. 

First, begin at home and with the 
Word of God. 


See to it that you have regular 
daily personal devotions and study 
the Word of God. See that your 
family likewise has family devotions 
centered on the Word of God with 
the use of other Christian litera- 
ture. 

Subscribe to one or more Chris- 
tian magazines for yourself and 
your family. Begin a regular pro- 
gram of building a Christian library 
for yourself and your family. (Visit 
your local Christian bookstore for 
help in the latter.) 

Second, see that your church has 
a program to advance the cause of 
Christian literature. 

This means a well-staffed and 














supplied Christian library. It also 
means emphases on Christian read- 
ing from the pulpit and in the Sun- 
day School. Here again, the bal- 
anced program includes Christian 
magazines and the basic old time 
Christian books as well as current 
late titles. 

Third, see that the newspapers 
serving your community carry news 
and feature articles on the activi- 
ties of the evangelical churches— 
others as well as your own. This 
means the appointment of a pub- 
licity chairman in your church who 
knows how to write and under- 
stands how to prepare material for 
the press. If other churches do not 
have qualified persons, you or some- 
one else who has real vision for this 
ministry can soon make yourself so 
invaluable to the local newspaper 
that you may find yourself the re- 
ligious correspondent or religious 
editor for the paper. If you have the 
desire but not the knowledge or ex- 
perience for such a task, you will 
find books available in the library 
on journalism. Also, at least one 
correspondence course in Christian 
journalism is available. (The Chris- 
tian Writers Institute, 33 South 
Wacker Drive, Chicago 6, Ill.) 

Fourth, become informed yourself 
on the wider aspects and opportun- 
ities of Christian literature, partic- 
ularly on the mission field. Evan- 
gelical Literature Overseas, Wheat- 
on, Illinois, a non-profit agency 
serving all mission boards, will pro- 
vide you with helpful background 
material. As you read about this ex- 
citing new development, you will be 
led of the Lord to pray and con- 
tribute to Christian evangelism and 
thus have a definite part in its 
spread. 

Fifth, use all the means of mass 
communications open to you to pre- 
sent the cause of Christian litera- 
ture. This means writing letters to 
your local newspaper editor when 
you see the gospel disabused. Do not 
write carping critical letters but 
friendly constructive ones pointing 
out that the Bible and Christian 
literature, presenting the gospel of 
Jesus Christ, is the cure to the 
troubles of men and nations. 

Write letters to magazine editors 
also when you see articles that chal- 
lenge your thinking. 

Above all, compliment editors 


when material appearing in their 
newspapers and magazines is help- 
ful to the spread of the gospel. You 
will be amazed at the fruit from 
this seemingly insignificant exer- 
cise. 

Radio station managers, motion 
picture operators and managers as 
well are susceptible to the voice of 
the public. 

You are the public. Too long, 
Christians who make up this public 
have remained silent and allowed 
Satan to dominate the mass media 
techniques which, in turn, so 
mightily influence the mind of the 
public. 

Christian literature is nothing 
more nor less than communication. 
As Christians, we are called upon 
by the Holy Spirit to be “ready al- 
ways to give an answer for the hope 
that is in us.” This means that we 
must not only speak up as individ- 
uals in testimony to what God has 
done for us. It means also that we 
must use the mass media available 
to us by which our testimony for 
Christ is multiplied by the hundreds 
and thousands and millions. 

These are the reasons why Chris- 
tian literature today is so signifi- 
cant a subject. These are the rea- 
sons also why you and I must par- 
ticipate—not only in talking about 
it but in doing something about it. 
Let us do it now. 





LITERATURE QUOTES AND 
FACTSHEETS 
(Continued from page 5) 


cities. In India, one can secure for 
one dollar a library 15 inches long 
of select Communist works, plus a 
lamp enabling the buyer to read 
them at night. In Russia, govern- 
ment-sponsored campaigns raised 
the literacy rate from 33 per cent to 
over 90 per cent in 20 years. The 
Communists spend 3-billion dollars 
a year on propaganda... 50 times 
more than the United States does. 
. . . In less than 40 years, the Com- 
munists have succeeded in domina- 
ting one-third of the world’s popu- 
lation ...accomplished not 
by armies, nor by great generals, 
but by the printed page.—Vergil 
Gerber 

Great literature is simply lan- 


guage charged with meaning to the 
utmost possible degree. —Ezra 
Pound 

“The coke that I left at Troas 
with Carpus, when thou comest, 
bring with thee, and the books but 
especially the parchments.” Paul to 
Timothy (2 Timothy 4:13). 

As the dark shadow of Commun- 
ism spreads itself over the world, it 
takes the form of a gargantuan 
printing press . . . and all over the 
globe, literally, one sees evidence of 
the fact that enemies of the Church 
have dipped their pens in poison ink 
and are using them to extend their 
influence at a frightening rate. 

But there is a bright side. The 
Church is now fighting back all ov- 
er the world. So pray for the min- 
istry of the printed page! Remem- 
ber—it can go where missionaries 
cannot. It has no passport or visa 
problems. It speaks without an ac- 
cent. And as long as the words per- 
sist on paper, God can use them for 
His glory!—World Vision Magazine 

More translators are desperately 
needed on many mission fields. 
Multitudes are waiting for Chris- 
tian literature. Communism and the 
cults spend millions of dollars each 
year to bring their “Bible” and their 
propaganda to those who can read. 
The Communists translate Karl 
Marx; the Mormons, Joseph Smith; 
and the Christian Scientists, Mary 
Baker Eddy. On foreign fields of the 
world are 34,692 Protestant mission- 
aries. These veteran workers, if set 
apart for a translation program, 
could meet a great need by making 
Christ known to millions through 
Christian literature —Floodtide 
(C.L.C.) 








Many times expressions of love 
will go much further than scolding 
or demands. My older daughter was 
sometimes unkind to the little one. 
One day I told the little one to 
say, “That’s all right, I love you 
anyway.” When the little one fol- 
lowed my advice the next time. 
my older daughter’s eyes filled with 
tears, but she was ever-so-much 
more kind after that happening.— 
THE CHRISTIAN PARENT Maga- 
zine, Glen Ellyn, Illinois. 
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New Mexico Camp Meeting 
Great Success 


In thinking where to begin in 
writing about the wonderful camp 
meeting which took place at the 
Church of God located at Fox and 
Walnut in Carlsbad, New Mexico, 
June 25-28, 1959, the thought comes 
to me, “In the beginning God... .” 
God graciously blessed the camp 
meeting, and men and women re- 
ceived food for their souls. One 
could hear comments from the 
right and left, “This is the best 
camp meeting we have ever had.” 

Rev. Danny Drake of Pomona, 
California, was the night speaker. 
He brought inspiring messages on 
the subject: “The Cross,” “Spirit- 
ual Sterility,” “Pentecos f Man 
or of God,” and “Why I Believe 
org Will Come in My Genera- 

on.” 

Ministers throughout the state 
brought Spirit-filled messages in 
the day services on the well-sched- 
uled program prepared by our able 
State Overseer, Rev. D. G. Hom- 
ner. 

One of the highlights of the pro- 
gram was a visit from our Assistant 
General Overseer, the Rev. Earl P. 
Paulk. Rev. Paulk brought a re- 
cording of the Church of God na- 
tional radio broadcast, “Forward in 
Faith,” which is produced at our 
headquarters in Cleveland, Tennes- 
see. The congregation was blessed 
in hearing Rev. Earl P. Paulk, Jr., 
as he addressed the radio congre- 
gation. Announcing the broadcast 
was Bennie Triplett, State Sunday 
School and Youth Director of Ten- 
nessee. Brother Paulk stressed the 
fact that we should support our 
own program and help it to launch 
out to reach lost souls. 

Brother Paulk was scheduled to 
preach the missions message but 
had to be elsewhere on the day set 
aside for the missions program. 
Rev. Danny Drake, our night 
speaker, spoke in his stead. The 
floor offering that day, plus the 
pledges paid, amounted to $1,082.76. 
The total mission offering for the 
state was $3,229.48, which is the 
largest since 1952. 
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The Church of God Home for 
Children was brought into focus 
in the Saturday morning program 
with the Rev. D. M. Legg of Las 
Cruces, speaking in the place of 
Rev. Marian Emerine, pastor of Ar- 
rey, who could not be present. An 
offering of $55.00 was received. 

Willing Workers of the state re- 
ceived recognition by their leader, 
Mrs. D. G. Homner, on Saturday 
afternoon. The women of the 
Carlsbad Church at Fox and Wal- 
nut received the State Banner for 
their outstanding work during the 
year 1958-’59. A play was present- 
ed by representatives of their group 
entitled, “The Challenge of the 
Cross.” It was enacted by Mrs. 
Clarence Cooper, Mrs. LaRue Harp- 
er, Mrs. Casmir Alexandre, Mrs. 
Douglas Wedeking, Mrs. Claude 
Funderburg, Mrs. Tommy Asch- 
bacher and Mrs. Newel Crouch. 
Mrs. A. R. Mitchell and Mrs. Dean 
White were vocalists. Mrs. Fred 
Odum directed the play. 

Crowning the King and Queen 
of Youth Camp, winners in the 
state coupon contest for the 
Church of God Home for Children, 
was a highlight of Saturday night. 
C. J. Cooper and Doris Cooper, son 
and daughter of Mr. and Mrs. 
Clarence Cooper of Carlsbad, were 
crowned Coupon King and Queen 
of New Mexico. They have been 
outstanding in coupon gathering 
for the past three years, and the 
honor was well deserved. The 
church in Artesia was runner-up 
in the contest and was able to send 
a boy and girl to youth camp free. 

Conclusion of the four-day meet- 
ing came on Sunday night with 
many seekers at the altar. Six peo- 
ple received the Baptism on the 
closing night and many others were 
greatly blessed. 

Rev. A. R. Mitchell, host pas- 
tor, and Rev. Jack Drake, pastor of 
the Church of God at 9th and 
Missouri, are to be commended for 
their untiring efforts and splendid 
cooperation to make this camp 
meeting a great success in their 
city. The church building had been 
beautified for the meeting. The au- 
ditorium was newly painted and 





beautiful new drapes had been 
hung. Other portions of the build- 
ing had likewise been improved and 
the workers on these projects de- 
serve a great deal of credit for the 
time they spent. Most of them hold 
other jobs during the day and they 
worked far into the nights to ac- 
complish the redecoration of the 
church. 

—Billie Odum, reporter 


Reflections of the California- 
Nevada Camp Meeting 


The 1959 California-Nevada 
Camp Meeting, which convened in 
the friendly, central, California 
city of Tulare, is now history. The 
beautiful, air-conditioned Elliott 
Memorial Auditorium, with its 
2,000 seats well-filled by the second 
day of the meeting and which, by 
the end of the week, was filled to 
capacity, standing in the rear of 
the building for the lack of room 
to be seated, is now empty. 

From beginning to end, this 
camp meeting was undoubtedly one 
of the best of the fourteen to be 
held in the Golden State under the 
auspices of the Church of God. 


Our new State Overseer, Brother 
L. W. McIntyre, and our State 
Sunday School and Youth Director, 
Brother Fred G. Swank, along with 
their understanding wives are 
making splendid progress in pro- 
moting the great work of the 
Church of God on the West Coast. 

From the (approximately) 6,000 
ministers associated with the 
Church of God, Brother McIntyre 
picked two of the best to preach 
to us during this hallowed week. 
Brother Earl P. Paulk, Sr., Assist- 
ant General Overseer, was with us 
for the first part of the meeting 
and was a great blessing to us. He 
encouraged everyone by the good 
report on the progress of the 
Church of God throughout the 
world. Brother R. P. Johnson was 
the day speaker, and he seemed 
as young as ever in spite of the 73 
years of wear and tear on his 
earthly frame. Brother Joseph De- 
Vore, the night evangelist, stirred 
the vast congregation with his 
great evangelistic messages, stres- 
sing the need for holy living and 
the baptism of the Holy Ghost. Be- 
tween 35 and 40 people were bap- 
tized with the Holy Ghost during 
these services. Brother Vessie D. 
Hargrave, Superintendent of the 
Latin American work, was here 
for the Mission service and deliv- 
ered a fine message, as he usually 
does. Brother Castro, Overseer of 
the Northwest Territory of Mexi- 
co, and Brother Bonilla, Latin 
America Youth Director, preached 
in Spanish, and Brother Hargrave 
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53,000 members our Latin Amer- 
ican work, reaching from Mexico to 
Argentina. 

More than 200 California minis- 
ters worked hard during the past 
year and made some outstanding 
gains in every department of the 
church. Many of these preachers 
preached anointed messages at the 
camp meeting and it seemed that 
God was with them, for they not 
only preached with a great unc- 
tion but also served on boards and 
committees with untiring zeal. 


To say that the musicians and 
singers were good would not de- 
scribe them properly; they were 
anointed for the occasion along 
with all the special singers and 
leaders. 


The report of the West Coast Bi- 
ble College was given with Brother 
Robert E. Fisher, Vice-President, 
bringing the timely message and 
Brother Glover Dean of the College, 
reporting on the progress and re- 
vealing plans for a Liberal Arts 
Course this fall in W.C.B.C. 

The juniors of the camp meet- 
ing were not neglected. Brother 
and Sister Duffell and several help- 
ers conducted Children’s Church 
every morning, and the visual aids 
and handicraft served to attract a 
large attendance as well as to 
create enthusiasm and interest. 


The L.W.W.B. had its part on the 
program under the able leadership 
and direction of the State Presi- 
dent, Sister McIntyre, who report- 
ed that the Willing Workers raised 
more than $30,000 since last camp 
meeting and their program was 
brought to a close with a thought- 
provoking play, “The Challenge of 
the Cross,” presented by 
the L.W.W.B. of the Harvey and 
Millbrook Church in Fresno. 


A personal evangelism committee 
of 10 or 15 people, most of them 
ministers, headed by Brother Jim- 
my Roper, contacted several homes 
in Tulare during the camp meet- 
ing and gave out Lighted Path- 
ways, Evangels and Gospel tracts 
as they visited and invited the peo- 
ple to the meetings and told them 
about Christ, who was able to save. 
The 105-degree sun did not stop 
these workers for God and His 
Church as they walked the sun- 
cooked sidewalks of the city to see 
that everyone had a personal in- 
vitation to the services and to 
Christ. 


If we could all be as a sponge to 
absorb every truth that was spo- 
ken; if we could only take a por- 
tion from each sermon that we 
heard and profit from it; if we 
would make a new consecration 
and purpose to follow wherever He 
leads, we would have the greatest 
year California has ever had. 


—Lemuell Johnson, reporter 


“Forward March”’—Arkansas 
Camp Meeting Theme 


This was the theme of the 1959 
camp meeting of the Churches of 
God in Arkansas, as they met un- 
der the tabernacle in Bald Knob, 
July 6-11. And “Forward March” 
it was, as the campground came 
alive on Monday afternoon with 
people from all over the state— 
people who had been praying for 
another old-fashioned meeting in 
which hearts could be drawn closer 
to God and sinners convinced to 
seek the Lord. 

The campground never looked 
lovelier. The lawn was green and 
well kept. The tabernacle looked 
fresh and clean, displaying a new 
sign in front and nice awnings on 
the sides. Adding to the beauty was 
the look of keen anticipation on 
the faces of those arriving for the 
first service. It was as though each 
felt that his own special need was 
to be answered as a result of this 
meeting. 

The first bell sounded and camp 
meeting was officially opened by 
Rev. C. E. Sturch, who was in 
charge of the first night’s service 
in the absence of Bro. Dennis, our 
fine State Overseer, who had been 
hospitalized on July 4 with a brok- 
en and dislocated elbow, resulting 
from a fall he received on July 4, 
while working on the tabernacle 
and taking care of last minute 
preparations before camp meeting. 
The opening service was before an 
unusually large crowd for the first 
night. Actually, the tabernacle was 
almost completely full; and by the 
last of the week, it literally ran 
over as seats were made available 
by placing benches on the outside 
to accommodate the crowd. 

The “Welcome Address” was 
made by Mayor Fred Barnes, of 
Bald Knob, who expressed appre- 
ciation for the spiritual benefits of 
the meeting upon the people of 
Bald Knob. Then came the choir 
service. From the beginning to the 
end, they sang as unto God. Voices 
blended and hearts were uplifted. 
The shout of triumph seemed to 
ring from rafter to rafter as God 
poured His Spirit upon us. Rev. Ra 
H. Hughes, Overseer of Maryland, 
Del., and D.C., was our night speak- 
er. He preached nightly under the 
inspiration of the Holy Ghost, and 
with such a passion for souls that 
it resulted in the altar being lined 
with seekers to the extent that be- 
fore the end of the meetin: 
necessary to clear other 
to find space for them all. 


Another highlight of the meet- 
ing was the Bible study by Rev. 
David Lemons, State Overseer of 
Arizona. Bro. Lemons taught re- 
garding various phases of the 
Church. The studies were well at- 
tended and eternity alone will re- 
veal all the benefits. 


it was 
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A special feature of the camp 
meeting was PIONEERS’ DAY. This 
was a most impressive service. At 
this hour, honor was given to our 
retired ministers, and their chal- 
lenge was handed down to the 
younger ministers. The - candle 
lighting, officiated by Bro. David 
Lemons, our Bible teacher, along 
with his message, and the messages 
of Bro. W. V. Johnson, one of Ar- 
kansas’ own retired ministers, and 
Bro. James Cody, one of our young 
ministers, will live long in our 
memories. Bro. A. M. Phillips, Gen- 
eral Secretary-Treasurer, was a 
real inspiration to the meeting. It 
was Bro. Phillips’ first time to visit 
an Arkansas Camp Meeting; but 
we hope that he will return again 
real soon. 

I feel that all our guests added 
strength and inspiration to our 
services. Among these were: the 
Overseer of Missouri, Rev. Paul 
Stallings, and some of his minis- 
ters; Rev. J. H. Walker, Overseer 
of Louisiana, and some of his min- 
isters; Rev. Charles Tilley, Overseer 
of Kansas, and his State Youth 
Director; and many others. 

Youth Day, under the leadership 
of Bro. Stone, State Youth Director, 
} a well planned and a blessed 

ay. 

The L.W.W.B. program, super- 
vised by Sis. Dennis, was highly 
appreciated and a meeting to be 
remembered. 

The Missions _ service was 
preached by Rev. Vessie D. Har- 
grave, Superintendent of Latin 
America. Bro. Hargrave’s message 
came as the sun was sinking in 
the west on the last day of the 
meeting—symbolizing the closing of 
the age in which we now live and 
reminding us of the shortness of 
time left to work. His message took 
the form of a question, “What Are 
We Doing to Conquer the World 
for Christ?” By the time he had 
closed his message, almost everyone 
seemed to feel that whatever he 
was doing, was far too little. 
The response to the mission offer- 
ing was splendid. It exceeded that 
of last year. 

When the last message had been 
preached, we realized that this was 
one of the finest camp meetings 
ever, and in the minds of those 
present stood the reason for the 
meeting’s success. That reason was 
obviously hinged around the hours 
of prayer and preparation by our 
good Overseer, Rev. Brady Dennis, 
who, though he did. not get to at- 
tend a service, had outlined the 
meeting so distinctly that it would 
have been almost impossible to miss 
the mark along the way. We did 
miss his presence and the many 
other things that he would have 
added had he been there; but we 
are grateful that he is on the road 
to. recovery. 

Our meeting was also marred by 
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one other tragedy. Bro. Troy Sugg, 
pastor at Cave City, was hospital- 
ized as a result of a car-truck col- 
lision. We missed him in camp 
meeting and wish for him a speedy 
recovery. 

Sister Dennis, our State Over- 
seer’s wife; Bro. Stone, our State 
Youth Director; and our State 
Council deserve a big hand for the 
splendid way they helped to see 
that the meeting was conducted. 
The committees are also to be com- 
mended for performing their duties 
so capably. 

God give us more camp meetings 
im the 1959 one—less the trage- 

es. 

—L. A. Holt, reporter 


Ohio Opens New Camp 
Site, 1959 


The camp meeting of 1959 will 
long be remembered in Ohio. July 
27 dawned on a completely new 
camp site in a placid country area 
between Wooster and Massillon 
just off busy Highway No. 30. All 
day long, cars came. Area service 
stations rendered a new service— 
directions to the Church of God 
campground. Before night of the 
first day, motels and tourist courts 
for miles around displayed ‘No 
Vacancy” signs. 

This was hardly “just another 
good camp meeting.” From the 
start the Spirit of God so effective- 
ly permeated the whole area that 
each attendant appeared endowed 
with an unusual receptivity from 
the moment of his arrival. Con- 
sequently, each part of each serv- 
ice seemed directed by God’s pres- 
ence. This hee ne was evi- 
denced also in the fine altar re- 
sponses each evening. Many seek- 
ers received the Baptism, others 
were saved, sanctified, healed and/ 
or reconsecrated. 

Much credit must go to the State 
Overseer, Brother D. C. Boatwright, 
the State Councillors and Boards, 
and Brother Parsons, the State 
Youth Director, who spent many 
hours of planning and working to 
complete the tabernacle, cafeteria, 
restrooms and bath facilities and 
the landscaping in time for this 
meeting. The ministry and the 
laity of Ohio looked forward in 
prayerful and thankful anticipa- 
tion to this occasion—the first Ohio 
State camp meeting in our own 
facilities. 

The twenty strategically located 
acres of choice level land were 
donated to the Church for a camp 
site by Mr. and Mrs. Doyle Horst 
of Massillon, Ohio. Brother and 
Sister Horst will be long remem- 
bered in the State of Ohio for 
their thoughtfulness and consider- 
ation in this fine donation of land 
for a camp which is named “Doyle 
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C. Horst Memorial Church of God 
Campground” in honor of their on- 
ly son who lost his life in the war. 

Services were scheduled to begin 
mornings at 6:30 and to terminate 
evenings when the last seeker was 
satisfied at the altar. Each speaker, 
devotional leader, musician, singer, 
and committeeman was at his best. 
Reverend Earl Paulk, Sr., executive 
representative; Rev. O. W. Polen, 
Youth Department representative; 
Rev. T. L. Forester, Missions rep- 
resentative; Rev. Harry Mushegan, 
evening speaker; Rev. E. O. By- 
ington, Bible teacher; and all the 
other participants were outstand- 
ing. The capable State administra- 
tion under the Rev. D. C. Boat- 
wright, State Overseer; and Rev. 
C. Milton Parsons, State Youth 
Director; all together contributed 
to what was undoubtedly Ohio’s 
greatest camp meeting. 

Many spontaneous expressions 
reveal the spiritual impact of the 
meeting. Mr. and Mrs. Horst—“We 
surely expected no such beginning 
as this. We looked for fewer the 
first year, but the place is filled.” 
Reverend O. W. Polen—“This is be- 
yond my fondest expectations.” A 
West Virginia pastor states that 
this is one of the finest camp 
meetings and facilities he has ever 
seen. A Pennsylvania evangelist 
states, “This is the most wonder- 
ful camp meeting I have ever at- 
tended.” One Ohio pastor says, 
“T have attended all of the camp 
meetings in Ohio except one, and 
this is the greatest one of them 
all.” Another Ohio pastor says, 
“This is the greatest camp meeting 
in Ohio.” A Canton Church layman 
states, “This is a most wonderful 
camp meeting.” An Ohio evangelist 
feels—‘“It is outstandingly wonder- 
ful.” Yes, we all agree that God 
has done a marvelous thing among 


us. 

This indeed was a historic camp 
ee. All honor and credit to 
whom honor and credit is due, but 
all praise be to God for the eternal 
blessings of this meeting. 

—H. A. Norman, reporter 


Virginia’s 1959 Camp 
Meeting and Convention the 
Greatest Yet! 


“This was the best!” “This was 
the greatest yet!” seemed to be 
the sentiment of all at this year’s 
camp meeting, from 7 p.m., June 
23, until 10 p.m., Sunday night, 
June 28. 

The Rev. J. D. Bright, our good 
Overseer, moderated in such an ef- 
ficient way as to inspire others to 
worship, forget problems, and en- 
joy God’s rich blessings. The great 
urden of this meeting rested 
largely upon him, but from the 
wonderful results, surely he had 
spent much time alone with God 


as he selected the speakers, com- 
mittees, and every phase of the 
program. 

Our state overseer also conduct- 
ed an impressive ordination serv- 
ice in which R. C. Collins, Ralph 


E. Northrup, Carl L. White, and 
T. F. Burchett were ordained. He 
also delivered a challenging mes- 
sage to the pastors and members 
on Sunday afternoon. 

There has never been greater Bi- 
ble teaching than that done by the 
Rev. Charles W. Conn, Editor-in- 
Chief, nor greater preaching than 
that done by the evening speaker, 
the Rev. F. W. Goff. Night after 
night the altars were filled with 
hungry souls seeking and receiving 
definite experiences from the Lord. 
Scores were blessed. 

The camp meeting was blessed 
with the presence and messages of 
H. D. Williams, Assistant General 
Overseer; W. C. Byrd, Overseer of 
Tennessee; John L. Byrd, Overseer 
of North Carolina; B. E. Ellis, Over- 
seer of South Carolina; and T. O. 
Dennis, pastor in South Carolina. 

Other visiting ministers that 
blessed us with refreshing greetings 
were W. E. Johnson, a former Over- 
seer of Virginia and now Overseer 
of Georgia and Chairman of the 
Missions Board; D. C. Boatwright, 
also a former Overseer of Virginia 
and present Overseer of Ohio and 
member of Lee College Board of 
Directors; C. M. Newman, pastor of 
Dayton, Tennessee, and Brother 
Crews, pastor in South Carolina. 

The singing, general and special, 
under the chairmanship of the Rev. 
John E. Lemons and commit- 
tee, and the music under the man- 
agement of Sister Samuel T. Sel- 
lick and her committee, kept the 
camp mt a in the best of spir- 
itual moods from the first service 
through the last. 

The L.W.W.B. had a great serv- 
ice. Sister J. D. Bright, State Presi- 
dent, had a well-planned program. 
She presented each district pas- 
tor’s wife a beautiful flower ar- 
rangement that she had made. 
The ladies in turn showed their 
appreciation to her with a wonder- 
ful cash love offering of $224.50 
and other gifts. 

The Youth Day could not have 
been better. Paul J. Eure, our fine 
Youth Director, had planned and 
Fg peor and the good results could 

seen by all. “Youth on the 
March” could have been the theme 
that day. 

We shall always remember the 
inspiring sermons of O. W. Polen, 
National Sunday School and Youth 
Director; Lewis J. Willis, Editor of 
the Lighted Pathway; Cecil Bridges, 
Superintendent of the Church of 
God Home for Children; Charles 
W. Conn, Editor-in-Chief, and Rob- 
ert Hart, Youth Director of North 
Carolina. 

The children’s church program 


























under the direction of the Rev. 
and Mrs. T. F. Burchett, the Youth 
March, the crowning of coupon 
king and queen, the displaying of 
the National and Christian flags 
were all very impressive. 

One of the highlights of the con- 
vention was the unanimous vote 
during the business session on June 
25 by councilors, district overseers, 
pastors, evangelists and laymen, 
that the state overseer and a com- 
mittee he would select proceed with 
borrowing money and _ . building 
dormitories, cafeteria, and provid- 
ing recreational facilities for a 
youth camp, and other develop- 
ments needed for the campground. 
The foundation for the first dorm- 
itory to accommodate 180 campers 
a councilors was started August 


The heartwarming missions mes- 
sage was delivered Sunday morn- 
ing by Brother L. H. Aultman, 
Executive Missions Secretary. Here 
is part of a letter from a former 
missionary, William T. Alton, that 
explains why the floor offering in 
cash -and pledges was $3,620.37. 
“Dear Brother Bright: 

Enclosed find check for $100, 
my pledge for foreign missions at 
the state convention. I had thought 
to put this money with my old 
1950 Ford for a first payment on 
a better car. I had not done this 
when the missions speaker asked 
who would give $100. I forgot about 
the better car.” 

Our state overseer also gave the 
$150 love offering that was given 
to him for a vacation, which he 
has not taken yet. Ministers, mem- 
bers and frien ag $100, $50, $25, 
10, $5, $1, and whatever they 
could, gladly. 

It was the wonderful spirit of 
serving, giving, cooperating, team- 
work with God the Father, Son 
and Holy Ghost and with each 
other that resulted in our having 
the never-to-be-forgotten camp 
meeting and convention of 1959. 

—Rev. Sam Nelson, reporter 


New York State Camp 
Meeting a Great Blessing 


On August 9 at 10 p.m., the New 
York Camp Meeting was history. 
All could look back over the past 
six days and truly say, “It was good 
to have been there.” Here in this 
mission state, all of our churches 
were represented under a gospel 
tent located between Glens Falls, 
N. Y., and Sarasota ee, | me 
on highway 9, among the autiful 
hills of Eastern New York State. 
The weather was wonderful for the 
occasion, and truly the presence of 
the Lord was at each service. 

Our good overseer and wife, 
Brother and Sister Yates, with the 
host pastor, Brother Spooner and 
his good people, did not leave one 


stone unturned to make our stay 
with them enjoyable. For this we 
were all grateful. 

Brother Earl P. Paulk was the 
night speaker and will long be re- 
membered for. his_ soul-thrilling 
messages, especially those on “Hell” 
and “The Coming of the Lord.” 
The altar was filled nightly with 
hungry souls seeking salvation and 
a deeper experience with the Lord. 
There were several saved, and 1 was 
filled with the Holy Ghost. Many 
testified to being healed and de- 
livered from habits. We thank God 
for men like Brother Paulk who 
will stand for truth and right 
without fear or favor. May God 
richly bless him. 

The Bible lessons, taught by 
Brother Henry C. Stoppe, Overseer 
of New Jersey, were a real blessing 
to all as he brought out the hid- 
den truths of God’s Word. 

The many visiting ministers, 
their wives and families, and 
friends from Pennsylvania, Maine, 
New Jersey, Connecticut, Massa- 
chusetts and Tennessee added to 
the greatest camp meeting ever 
with their messages in song and 
preaching the Word. 

Saturday was Youth Day and 
was well-planned by the state 
youth director, Barbara Yates. 
There were special singing, youth- 
o-rama and a soul-stirring message 
delivered by Brother’ Richard 
Stoppe, State Youth Director of 
New Jersey. A banquet followed for 
the youth in one of Glens Falls’ 
modern restaurants. 

We count it a great privilege to 
have had Brother Cecil Bridges, 
Superintendent of the Home for 
Children, and his wife with us for 
the entire camp meeting. The Home 
for Children girls’ trio blessed us 
with their singing. 

This glorious meeting was made 
possible through the efforts of all, 
pulling together in fasting and 
prayer. We are now planning next 
year’s ety and expecting 
greater things from God. 

We love and appreciate the good 
work and faithfulness of our state 
overseer and his good wife. May 
God give us more men and wom- 
en who will dedicate their lives to 
Christ and His Church to promote 
this worthy cause in New York. 
Won’t you join us in thanks to 
God for the wonderful outpouring 
of His Spirit? Only time and eter- 
nity will reveal the benefits de- 
rived from the blessings received 
from attending this spiritual feast. 

—Lessie Mendes and 
Elizabeth Singo, reporters 


The 1959 West Virginia 
Camp Meeting 


“And when the day of Pentecost 
was fully come”—those words de- 


scribe the closing night of the West 
Virginia Camp Meeting; a service 
that was without doubt a proper 
closing for a Pentecostal gathering. 
A blessed week of spiritual reded- 
ication, rejoicing, and fellowship 
had passed and as Brother E. E. 
Winters led the congregation in 
“The Meeting in the Air,” some of 
that future meeting power moved 
the assemblage; many were healed 
and it was estimated that 20 were 
filled with the baptism of the 
Holy Spirit. 

Brother D. A. Drake of Pomona, 
California, was the night speaker 
and the impact of his istry 
was shown each night by the large 
number of men and women who 
at times ran to get to an altar of 
prayer. Brother Drake spoke with 
wisdom, understanding, and spirit- 
ual fervor. He was also our morn- 
ing Bible study speaker, taking the 
place of the Rev. James L. Slay, 
who was unable to come because 
of illness. Brother Drake filled this 
position with equal greatness in ev- 
ery respect. Space does not permit 
us to name all the wonderful 
speakers and singers, but each 
contributed his part in a special 
way and brought eternal blessings 
to all who listened. Visiting minis- 
ters were O. W. Polen, Earl P. Paulk, 
L. H. Aultman, E. C. Thomas, D. C. 
Boatwright, J. D. Bright, and many 
others from neighboring states. 

Youth Day was one of the most 
outstanding in the history of the 
state. Under the capable leadership 
of Brother Donald T. Pemberton, 
an aggressive state program has 
been undertaken and it is evident 
that the young people of West 
Virginia appreciate the labor of 
their fine youth director. 

On L.W.W.B. Day, Mrs. Houston 
Hall spoke of “Woman’s Place in 
the Church.” She spoke with au- 
thority and yet with humble thank- 
fulness that women are given a 
task to accomplish in the work of 


The ministers of West Virginia 
spoke on different occasions, and 
each sermon lifted the spiritual tide 
on ret Brother Aultman had just 
returned from Europe and was 
able to give us a vivid account of 
the needs of those in foreign lands. 
The missions service was one of 
deep consecration, and ministry 
and laity gave freely for the ad- 
vancement of the Church of God 
in other lands. 


The ee organ is quiet, songs of 
joy and praise have ceased to ring 
audibly, but the eternal blessings 
that came to each of us individ- 
ually will forever remain. Those 
who were healed, the many who 
found salvation, and born-again 
believers who received their Bap- 
tism are shining witnesses to the 
Spirit and power of oGd that made 
the 1959 West Virginia Camp Meet- 
ing @ great success. —Reporter 
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We are delighted to offer a two-pound 60% fruit and nuts fruitcake as a 
Thanksgiving and Christmas season fund-raising project. 





HERE’S WHY YOU CAN MAKE MONEY SELLING THE PILGRIM FRUITCAKE 


CONSUMER ITEM—The Pilgrim Fruitcake is consumer item. 
Every family is a potential customer. Many families 
will buy more than one. Others will become repeat cus- 
tomers. 


DELICIOUSLY TASTY—Each Pilgrim Fruitcake contains 60% 
fruits and nuts to give that delicious fruitcake flavor. 
Each cake is fresh for holiday enjoyment. 


GIFT PACKED—Each Pilgrim Fruitcake is individually wrapped 
in cellophane paper and packaged in an _ individual 


metal container for safekeeping and ease of handling. 


PROFIT MAKER—Each packaged two-pound Pilgrim Fruit- 
cake has a $2.95 pre-priced label on the inside. You 
pay $1.10 each postpaid in quantities of 36 or more. 
The suggested selling price is $2.00. This is minimum 
profit of $.90 each. You can sell a $2.95 fruitcake to 
your customer for only $2.00 and make a profit of 
$.90 for your church. 








Church of God Publishing House 
Cleveland, Tennessee 


USE THIS HANDY ORDER FORM 


Gentlemen: 
Please ship -__.....__. cases (12 cakes in each case) of your 
two-pound fund-raising fruitcakes at $1.10 each postpaid. 
MINIMUM ORDER—3 CASES 
Church of God Serial No. 
Name 
Address 
City . State 
Clerk’s Signature 
Pastor’s signature 


PLACE YOUR FRUITCAKE ORDER TODAY! 
NO RETURNS WILL BE ACCEPTED FOR CREDIT! 









































